
Curriculum Meeting – January 21, 2015 
Start: 9:36am 

 

* Attendees: L Kreisman, L Frankel, M Gates, L Eisenberg, N Bogdanov, S Perziosi, L Zaretsky, D Nus, S 

Chinnappala, P Critti, J Menashe and S Braverman 

* Minutes of December 11, 2014 accepted 

* 8th grade Algebra Regents tests – State Regulations are not yet clear in the December 16 press release.  

Regents and Common Core tests exemptions are unclear yet.  More decisions/press releases from state 

is to be released in February.  State is to vote on this.  All students have the option to retake the exam.  

Parent Comment: Test scores were better considering that topics were not taught.  Topics have not 

been covered for a while and are not acceptable.  Our students are left untaught. 

* Boces Data Warehouse – Mr. Secaur brought it the committee’s attention that a new version was 

released.  This version helps the administrations to further drill down and get detailed information, with 

the help of Gap reports, with reference to skills and concepts.  This is similar to Regents and AP exams.  

Mr. Fred Cohen came in and explained on how to use the tool.  With this version, the district is able to 

view longitudinal data, such as college acceptance etc. 

* WMS  has a good YLF program under Ms. Esher – meeting was held on January 25th. 

Parent Comment: How are the members chosen and criteria?  Answer: HES/OES teacher 

recommendations for 6th graders and new members as permitted based on teacher recommendations.  

Students from WMS move on to YLF at HHS. 

Parent Question: OES student clubs?  It was referred to the building unit. 

* ICT Committee - Science and Math Committee: Look at the co-teaching model and philosophy.  Both 

the teachers and administrators expectations are more aligned now than previous year. 

Co-teaching indicates that each teacher has 50% load.  Mr. Secaur observed that it should not be 

necessarily 50/50 and that the teachers should be given more autonomy for proficiencies and ratio of 

students (based on ability) in the classroom.  Teachers should also get proper prep/planning time. 

Professional Development will begin once the philosophy is agreed upon. 

Parent Comment: Who is on the committee now and how?  Mr. Secaur – came up as a result of teacher 

contract negotiations.  No parents on committee. 

Parent Comment: Teachers can plan and schedule by looking at the IEP and understanding the same.  

Currently not happening.  



* Student Interventions at HHS:  HHS has an excellent model and Dr. Fulton will present the same later 

during the meeting.  Mrs. Alba Gallegos has reported that we are in full compliance with ELL – Excellent 

job. 

* Dr. Fulton and Mrs. Harrison:  

Upcoming programs are as follows –  

a. February 4th – Dr. Ruiz is the guest speaker at the Planning for College Bound Students with 

IEP/504/Special Needs students 

b. Sexting, Texting and the Digital Divide Presentation, Thursday, Feb 12th 

Parent Comment: This conversation needs to happen with parents at Elementary level as kids there are 

using smart phones. 

 c. Summer Opportunities Fair: February 26th at HHS – HOLLER consortium initiative – 20 vendors or so, 

non-profit no fee; rest pay $150 to set up a booth 

Parent Comment: Request to bring Pam Steizel - $3000 fee – funding is an issue. 

*Pathways to Graduation Presentation (to be loaded onto district site): Multiple ways to graduate high 

school. 

 New regulations- take 2 years of Global, but no need for Regents. 

 4 Regents exam – English, Math, Social Studies and Science 

 Other(substitute) courses are coming up. 

 Courses can be CTE accreditation – awaiting State regulations 

 Approved alternatives are posted on district website 

*2015-2016 New Courses – Computer Assisted Design (CAD), AP Capstone Research (2nd year of 

Capstone Seminar), WORLD HISTORY COURSE, AP PHYSICS 2, ALGEBRA 2 (was Algebra/Trig), MANDARIN 

CHINESE 2R, 12TH GRADE ENGLISH (SUPA ENGLISH-Full year course- but it is 2 half year courses, English 

12: Senior Selective) 

 Students that require an ICT 12th class, the high school can build an ICT class into one writing 

and one lit. class. 

 Next Friday, Jan 23rd, department chairs to present courses to HHS students during 9th and 10th 

periods 

 Students are expected to meet with their counselors the week before and the week after the 

winter break. 

 Course recommendations from teachers will be on the Parent Portal.  You can choose electives 

on the site but you can’t edit those.  The hard copy will still be sent home and has to be signed 

by parent and returned by Monday, February 9. 



Parent Comment:  They found it useful to talk to the teacher’s that are doing the recommendations. 

Parent Comment: Problems arose from different teachers all recommending difficult courses.  May be 

able to handle certain difficult courses but may pose a problem with several different difficult classes. 

Dr. Fulton responded to this saying that is being done now.  The weight of the teacher recommendation 

should be used.  If a parent wishes to override the recommendation- a conversation needs to happen. 

You are able to use the Parent Portal from 9th grade and up.  8th grade students will work with their 

guidance counselor.  They will have the worksheet that will be signed by a parent. 


